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eminent degree, merits the praise and en-
couragement of the community and of Go-
vernment*.

The Political Line is the most limited in
the Service. In it an Assistant has seldom
much to do ; when employed, however, his
responsibility is very great, particularly
when he has charge, in the absence of his
Superior, of a political residency. He re-
quires, alike with the Judicial Servant, a
command of the native languages, and a
great deal of general information. Though
not a busy line, in time of peace, it is yet at
all times highly creditable, and, when the

p 3                 assistant

* The coirifort and support which I at this moment
feel from the reflection, that I have lost my health in at-
tempting to discharge the duties of this line of the Ser^
vice, is, indeed, very great, and there is nothing which
affords me more pleasure, than the hope that I shall one
day be able to renew the attempt.